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December 4, 2020 

 

 

Dear ACSD Students, Families and Staff- 

 

I hope everyone is well.  With the continuing increase of positive cases of COVID-19, it is 

impossible to not have been impacted by a sick family member, friend, neighbor or even a 

coworker.  As we have communicated since this summer, our greatest concern is the health and 

well-being of all of our students, staff and families.  Our second priority is to continue delivering 

a high level of instruction for all of our students.  We continue to believe that the best place for 

our students to receive instruction is in our schools, which is why we embarked this week on the 

challenging task of implementing COVID-19 testing as required under the recent designation as a 

"Yellow Zone" zip code under Governor Cuomo's Micro-Cluster Initiative.  

 

I thought I would take this opportunity to update you on the results of the COVID-19 testing that 

was performed at our High School this week. While there are still a few late afternoon 

appointments today, we are confident that we have reached our goal of testing at least 20% of our 

students and staff in each building. In addition, we believe that the results of these tests will yield 

a positive percentage significantly below 1%, which is well below the regional average. These 

results, under the current "Yellow Zone" requirements, will allow the District to continue with our 

current hybrid learning approach without the need for continued testing.  

 

In the event our District is ever designated as a "Red or Orange Zone," a different testing 

requirement may need to be implemented. At a recent press conference, the Governor eluded to a 

protocol that would require schools to test 20% of their students and staff over a one-month period. 

While we have yet to receive written guidance and requirement, we have a tentative plan in place 

that eases this burden on families and our organization by testing approximately 5% of the students 

and staff weekly; thus always ensuring a monthly average of 20%. In the event we need to 

implement this plan, we will communicate with each of you.  

 

I want to close with expressing my deepest appreciation for EVERYTHING our students, faculty, 

staff and parents have done over the last three months to ensure our schools remained safe for in-

person instruction. Together, we have reimagined education; and while it is not ideal, we have 

made certain that teaching and learning has continued, when just a few months ago many thought 

it was an impossible task.  

 

As a greater school community, we have diligently followed the guidance of self-screening, 

masking, social distancing, hand hygiene and other mitigating strategies that have proven schools 

are one of the safest places in our country.  I hope parents have enjoyed the weekly guest callers 

with screening reminders; we hope to get some new voices moving forward! 



   

 

   

 

 

As challenging as 2020 has been, I could not imagine living it in any other district or community. 

It is only with the tremendous commitment and dedication from our employees, students and 

families that we have been able to avoid 100% remote learning. I hope your child(ren) enjoy 

attending in-person learning opportunities as much as we enjoy seeing their smiling faces (even 

under their masks)! On behalf of the Board of Education, faculty and staff, I wish you a wonderful 

holiday season and look forward to what 2021 will bring! 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Adam Stoltman 

Superintendent of Schools 

 

 


